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>  There  were  3223  total  probationers  as  of  mid-May, 
1983.   This  number  includes  all  those  on  probation 
including  those  supervised  by  the  Central  Office, 
cut-of-state  supervision,  and  those  who  have  served 
a  prison  term  and  have  the  balance  of  their 
sentence  suspended.   This  does  not  include 
parolees . 

>  The  average  length  of  stay  on  supervision  was  5.11 
years . 

>  There  were  a  total  of  1S42  suspended  sentences. 

>  Section  46-8-201  (l)(b),  MCA,  states  that  the  court 
may  suspend  execution  of  sentence  up  to  the  maximum 
sentence  allowed  for  each  particular  offense. 

>  The  range  of  suspended  sentences  was  from  0.5  years 
to  45  years.   The  average  was  6.53  years. 

>  Sixty-one  percent  of  the  suspended  sentences  were 
for  5  years  and  less. 

>  There  were  a  total  of  1331  deferred  sentences. 


Section  46-8-201,  MCA,  (l)(a)  states  that  the  court 
may  defer  imposition  of  sentence  not  exceeding  3 
years  for  any  felony. 
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In  1933,  4S-3-201  (2),  MCA,  was  enacted.   This 
statute  provides  that  if  a  financial  obligation  is 
imposed  as  a  condition,  a  sentence  may  be  deferred 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  2  years  for  any 
misdemeanor  and  for  a  period  not  exceeding  6  years 
for  a  felony. 

The  range  of  deferred  sentences  was  from  0.5  years 
to  12  years.   (0.5  percent  were  listed  as  deferred 
from  7-12  years.   This  may  be  due  to  consecutive 
deferred  sentences  or  error.) 

Approximately  16.4  percent  of  the  sentences  are 
deferred  for  two  years  or  less,  and  65.6  percent 
are  deferred  for  more  than  two  years  to  three 
years.   The  total  percentage  of  sentences  deferred 
for  three  years  or  less  is  82  percent.   The 
percentage  of  sentences  deferred  from  four  to  six 
years  is  17.4  percent. 


